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of volumes one fine day and said to them : " Here, read this. It's a novel." They would protest that it was a piece of impudence to demand such an effort from the reading public all at once, that it was going out of one's way to discourage them, and even that it was an abominable manifestation of arrogance. Would it not, as a matter of fact, amount to saying : " Other writers, my modest brethren of the pen, ask you for one of your evenings, or a couple at the most, and let it go at that. They are right, for that is all they are worth. But for my part, I ask you for a week or so out of your life. You must not go to the theatre any more. You must not go and dine out any more. I am going to shut you up with me " ?
I do not think that there is any possible answer to this argument which can be decently put forward. A work of such a scope as this can only be offered to the reader serially - at least to the contemporary reader. When it figures as a whole on a book-shelf — if it has that good fortune - future readers will know for themselves whether it is worth while to read all these volumes ; and, if they want to read them, they will be able to find the time to do it. They will be forewarned. It is only fair that contemporaries should be forewarned too.
This preface of mine may also serve to forestall another misconception. The reader, having acquired a vague idea that there is going to be " a whole series of volumes," may %zf to himself: " Yes, I know all about that. This is a question of a sequence of novels, more or less associated with one another. The author himself has not the least idea beforehand how many there are going to be. If the first volumes get a good reception, he will string out the series; or if they do not, he will cut it short. If some of the characters appeal to the reader, the author will feature them in subsequent adventures."
This is not the case. What I am writing here is one single novel, and its plot has been drafted in advance. The author knows exactly what is going to happen in the fourth volume*

